Y2K IS COMING

As the world braced for the once-in-a-lifetime turn toward the year 2000, both a panicked and a fresh-
start mentality took over humanity. Or, as CNN succinctly put it, “As we looked to the year 2000—that
moenumental Y2ZE—we saw both apocalypse and rebirth.”

Technology was a huge part of the new dawn, and NSYNC used it to their advantage (as evidenced
by the TRL appearance below). In 2000, Microsoft inked a deal with the fab five to "plaster them all
over their platform,” according to VICE. It was meant to bring teenagers over to MSN from the then-
dominating dial-up service AOL, all for the cool price of $21.95 a month. The NSYNC branding included
browser wallpapers featuring photos of your favorite guy; web buttons that, once clicked, would play
songs from the NSYNC catalog; and newsletters and exclusive news spilling all the band tea. The service
was the 2000s-era version of the boy band hotline souped up for discerming Millennial teens. And it came
with a fat paycheck, potentially netting NSYNC $20-$30 million.

NSYNC also teased the future of tech on the song “Digital Get Down,” from the band’s albom No
Strings Attached, a record that revolutionized Y2E pop according to critics at Billboard. It was the best-
gelling album of the year. Not only was the record an early example of hiring massive hip-hop production
teams and steering away from formulaic music by genre hopping, but it also was one that ushered in the
digital music revolution. As CDs were slowly being phased out, the No Strings Attached tracks were being
shared on services like LimeWire and Napster.

“Digital Get Down" was full of techy synths and innuendo-laden lyrics, with some wondering if the
band was piloting the idea of digital hookups. The New York Times described the track as “the first boy-
band album with a song about video cybersex—a clear indicator of post-pubescent consciousness,” and
Rolling Stone said it was a “crash course in wireless foreplay.”

“What's funny is we joke that ‘NSync invented Skype and FaceTime, but that's really true in a way,”
John Andosca, host of an NSYNC podeast, told Rolling Stone. “Back in 2000, video calls weren't even a
thing—heck, most people didn’t really have cell phones yet, so the idea about being able to 'get down'
with someone through a video screen
as if they were right there, was like
something out of a movie.”

0Of course, there was also Y2K-core
style, which NSYNC all but modeled:
baggy pants, frosted tips, puffy jackets,
track pants and sweatsuits, metallic
and bedazzled everything. All the
guys were missing were some crop
tops and butterfly clips from Claire's.
Justin, in particular, “epitomized the
Y2E boy band look," says ID, “a flashy,
larger-than-life take on men's fashion
that drew equally from Euro-trash,
streetwear, and kitschy Americana.”

A NEW GENERATION IS WAITING
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“If no one knows the group NSYNC at that age,
that's just bad parenting right there."

—Lance speaking te Entertainment Weekly about Gen Z
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