Through the darkness, clickety-clack. ..

coming closer, down the track. ..

hold your breath so you can hear
huffing, chuffing drawing near.




~ The smokestack puffs, the big wheels grind.
The trusty tender’s close behind.
Cling! Clang! The bell rings out on top.
~ Hissing steam. Brakes squeal. Then STOP!




The driver signals

to the crew—

each worker knows
just what to do.
Quick!

Before it gets too late,
start to load up

all the freight.

Everything will
soon be stowed,
a train car matched

to every load.







The freight is loaded

as they play.

They wp’}k—and bounce—
the night away!
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the boxcar’s made
to safely haul
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Tankers, lined up in a row,
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